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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the phor art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

1. Claims 1, 3-6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
US 7,333,722 Kushibe et al. in view of US 5,510,902 by Fujinami et al. 

2. Regarding claim 1, Kushibe et al. discloses a data processor that is loadable 
with a first type of storage medium and a second type of storage medium and that 
records a data stream on a storage medium loaded, 

• a data stream representing video of standard resolution being recordable 
In a first format on the first type of storage medium, a data stream 
representing video of either the standard resolution or a resolution higher 
than the standard resolution being recordable in a second format on the 
second type of storage medium (fig. 1, 6, col. 3 lines 54-57, col. 9 lines 7- 
15), 

• the data processor comprising: 

o a drive, which is loaded with a storage medium, for recognizing the 
type of the storage medium loaded (col. 9 lines 35-36); 
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o a processing section for receiving a data stream in the second 
format, for extracting a video data stream from tlie data stream, and 
for detecting a resolution of the video (col. 5 lines 1-40, col. 9 lines 
48-57); 

o a switch for sending a data stream, resulting from the data stream 
In the second format, along a first path if the first type of storage 
medium is loaded and if the video is of the higher resolution, and 
for sending the data stream in the second format along a second 
path if the second type of storage medium is loaded and if the video 
is of the standard resolution (fig. 1, 6, col. 5 lines 1-40, col. 9 lines 
48-57); 

Kushibe et al. fails to disclose 

• a converting section for converting the resolution of the video of the data 
stream, received by way of the first path, into the standard resolution; and 

• an encoder for generating a data stream in the first format from the data 
stream of which the resolution has been converted into the standard 
resolution, 

• wherein the drive writes the data stream supplied from the encoder and 
the data stream received by way of the second path on the storage 
medium loaded. 

Fujinami et al. discloses 
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• a converting section for converting tine resolution of the video of the data 
stream, received by way of the first path, into the standard resolution (col. 
2 lines 1-11); and 

• an encoder for generating a data stream in the first format from the data 
stream of which the resolution has been converted into the standard 
resolution (col. 2 lines 35-36), 

• wherein the drive writes the data stream supplied from the encoder and 
the data stream received by way of the second path on the storage 
medium loaded (col. 2 lines 35-44). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify the proposed combination of Kushibe's system to include 
a converter, as taught by Fujinami, to convert video stream into standard resolution for 
having more flexibility to a user to store and display in the monitor. 

3. Regarding claim 3, Kushibe et al. discloses a data stream representing video of 
standard resolution being recordable in a first format on the first type of storage 
medium, a data stream representing video of either the standard resolution or a 
resolution higher than the standard resolution being recordable in a second format on 
the second type of storage medium, Fujinami discloses a converter to convert resolution 
but both fail to disclose the data processor further comprising a control section for 
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receiving in advance, and managing, time information about recording start and end 
times, wherein tlie control section instructs tine processing section to start and stop 
receiving the data stream in the second format in accordance with the time information. 

It is noted that the use of time information about recording start and end times is 
old and well-known in the recording art. Therefore, official notice is taken. Moreover, it 
would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention 
was made to have a well-known time information about recording start and end times 
which will make it easier and convenient for a viewer to understand time information. 

4. Regarding claim 4, Fujinami et al. discloses the data processor wherein the 
converting section adds resolution information about original resolution before the 
conversion to the data stream that has been converted into the video of the standard 
resolution (col. 2 lines 1-11), and wherein the encoder generates the data stream in the 
first format Including the resolution information (col. 2 lines 35-36). 

5. Regarding claim 5, Kushibe et al. discloses the data processor wherein if the 
second type of storage medium is loaded and if the video has the higher resolution, the 
switch sends the data stream in the second format along the second path (fig. 1, 6, col. 
5 lines 1-40, col. 9 lines 48-57). 

6. Regarding claim 6, the data processor wherein if the second type of storage 
medium is loaded and if the video has the higher resolution, the switch sends a data 
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stream, resulting from tine data stream in tine second format, along the first path 
(Kushibe et a!., fig. 1, 6, col. 5 lines 1-40, col. 9 lines 48-57), and wherein the encoder 
generates the data stream in the second format from the data stream, of which the 
resolution has been converted Into the standard resolution by the converting section 
(Fujimani et al., col. 2 lines 1-11, 35-36). 

7. Claim 2 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US 
7,333,722 Kushibe et al. and US 5,510,902 by Fujinami et al. in view of US 5,371,551 
by Logan et al. 

8. Regarding claim 2, Kushibe discloses the data processor further comprising a 
signal processing section for receiving a signal representing video and for generating a 
data stream representing video of the standard resolution (fig. 1, 6, col. 3 lines 54-57, 
col. 9 lines 7-15), wherein Fujinami discloses the encoder generates a data stream in 
the first format from the data stream that has been generated by the analog signal 
processing section (col. 2 lines 35-36). 

Kushibe et al. and Fujinami et al. fail to disclose receiving an analog signal. 
Logan discloses receiving an analog signal (fig. 2, col. 4 lines 19-22) 
It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of 
applicant's invention to modify the proposed combination of Kushibe et al. and Fujinami 
et al.'s system to include an analogue signal, as taught by Logan, is any continuous 
signal for which the time varying feature of the signal is a representation of some other 
time varying quantity. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

a) US 6,587,505 

b) US 7,423,672 

c) US 6,633,725 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to NIGAR CHOWDHURY whose telephone number is 
(571)272-8890. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor. Thai Tran can be reached on 571-272-7382. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Application/Control Number: 10/599,973 Page 8 

Art Unit: 2621 

NC 

12/04/2009 

/JAMIE JO ATALA/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2621 



